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various arms control and disarmanent 
agreements is dedicated to peaceful 
uses, subject to transparency meas-
ures, and protected from diversion to 
activities of proliferation concern. The 
accumulation of a large volume of 
weapons-usable fissile material in the 
territory of the Russian Federation 
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. For this reason, I have decided 
that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect 
to the accumulation of a large volume 
of weapons-usuable fissible material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation 
and maintain in force these emergency 
authorities to response to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 10, 2003.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:19 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill and joint resolution, 
each without amendment:

S. 763. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 46 Ohio Street in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, as the ‘‘Birch Bayh Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse.’’

S.J. Res. 8. A joint resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress with respect to raising 
awareness and encouraging prevention of 
sexual assault in the United States and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National Sex-
ual Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month.

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate:

H.R. 1610. An act to redesignate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 120 East Ritchie Avenue in Marceline, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Walt Disney Post Office 
Building.’’

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 162. A concurrent resolution 
honoring the city of Dayton, Ohio, and its 
many partners, for hosting ‘‘Inventing 
Flight: The Centennial Celebration,’’ a cele-
bration of the centennial of Wilbur and 
Orville Wright’s first flight.

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276th and the 
order of the House of January 8, 2003, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Mexico-United States 
Interparliamentary Group, in addition 
to Mr. KOLBE of Arizona, Chairman, ap-
pointed on March 13, 2003: Mr. 
BALLENGER of North Carolina, Vice 
Chairman; Mr. DREIER of California; 
Mr. BARTON of Texas; Mr. MANZULLO of 
Illinois; Mr. WELLER of Illinois; Ms. 
HARRIS of Florida; Mr. STENHOLM of 
Texas; Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA of American 
Samoa; Mr. PASTOR of Arizona; Mr. 
FILNER of California; Mr. REYES of 
Texas. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker has signed the following 
enrolled bills:

S. 222. An act to approve the settlement of 
the water rights claims of the Zuni Indian 
Tribe in Apache County, Arizona, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 273. An act to provide for the expedi-
tious completion of the acquisition of land 
owned by the State of Wyoming within the 
boundaries of Grand Teton National Park, 
and for other purposes.

f

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill, previously re-
ceived from the House of Representa-
tives for concurrence, was read the 
first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1954. An act to revise the provisions of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act relat-
ing to naturalization through service in the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1610. An act to redesignate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 120 East Ritchie Avenue in Marceline, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Walt Disney Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 162. Concurrent resolution 
honoring the city of Dayton, Ohio, and its 
many partners, for hosting ‘‘Inventing 
Flight: The Centennial Celebration’’, a cele-
bration of the centennial of Wilbur and 
Orville Wright’s first flight; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1215. A bill to sanction the ruling Bur-
mese military junta, to strengthen Burma’s 
democratic forces and support and recognize 
the National League of Democracy as the le-
gitimate representative of the Burmese peo-
ple, and for other purposes.

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC–2652. A communication from the Under 
Secretary, Emergency Preparedness and Re-
sponse, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report relative to the funding of the State of 
New York as a result of record/near record 
snowstorms on December 25–26, 2002, and 
January 3–4, 2003, has exceeded $5,000,000; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2653. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Human Resources Management, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a vacancy and designation 
of an acting officer for the position of Chief 
Financial Officer for the Office of Manage-
ment, Budget and Evaluation; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–2654. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Annual Report for the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve, covering calendar year 
2002; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–2655. A communication from the Presi-
dent, The Foundation of the Federal Bar As-
sociation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report Audit Report of the Foundation of the 
Federal Bar Association for the Fiscal Year 
ending September 30, 2002; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–2656. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States to the President 
Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, 
transmitting, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, the report on recent develop-
ments in Liberia and Mauritania and the ac-
tivities to insure the safety of The United 
States Embassy and Embassy Staff located 
in those countries; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated:

POM–127. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the State of Hawaii relative to im-
proving benefits for Filipino Veterans of 
World War II; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 75
Whereas, on January 7, 2003, Senator Dan-

iel K. Inouye introduced S. 68 in the United 
States Senate, which bill was read twice and 
then referred to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs; and 

Whereas, S. 68 proposes to amend title 38 of 
the United States Code, to improve benefits 
for Filipino veterans of World War II and for 
the surviving spouses of those veterans; and 

Whereas, S. 68 would increase the rate of 
payment of compensation benefits to certain 
Filipino veterans, designated in title 38 
United States Code section 107(b) and re-
ferred to as New Philippine Scouts, who re-
side in the United States and are United 
States citizens or lawful permanent resident 
aliens; and 

Whereas, S. 68 would further increase the 
rate of payment of dependency and indem-
nity compensation of surviving spouses of 
certain Filipino veterans; and 

Whereas, S. 68 would further make eligible 
for full disability pensions certain Filipino 
veterans who reside in the United States and 
are United States citizens or lawful perma-
nent resident aliens; and 

Whereas, S. 68 would further mandate the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide hos-
pital and nursing home care and medical 
services for service-connected disabilities for 
any Filipino World War II veteran who re-
sides in the United States and is a United 
States citizen or lawful permanent resident 
alien; and 

Whereas, S. 68 would further require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to furnish care 
and services to all Filipino World War II vet-
erans for service-connected disabilities and 
nonservice-connected disabilities residing in 
the Republic of the Philippines on an out-
patient basis at the Manila VA Outpatient 
Clinic; now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii. Regular Session of 2003, 
That the United States Congress is respect-
fully urged to support the passage of S. 68 to 
improve benefits for certain Filipino vet-
erans of World War II; and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
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President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, the members of the Hawaii con-
gressional delegation and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

POM–128. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Washington rel-
ative to restoring the deduction of retail 
sales tax under the federal income tax; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 8003
Whereas, The federal tax reform act of 1986 

put additional financial stress on the tax-
payers of the state of Washington by elimi-
nating the retail sales tax deduction; and 

Whereas, Taxpayers in other states may 
deduct major state taxes in determining fed-
eral income tax; and 

Whereas, Taxpayers of the state of Wash-
ington would realize substantial reductions 
in federal tax burdens if they could deduct 
retail sales taxes; and 

Whereas, Congress is in the process of con-
sideration tax reduction proposals; and 

Whereas, Congress could easily relieve the 
burden on taxpayers of the state of Wash-
ington by restoring the full retail sales tax 
deduction; 

Now, therefore, Your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that the United States restore the 
deduction of retail sales tax under the fed-
eral income tax. 

Be it resolved, That copies of this Memo-
rial be immediately transmitted to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the 
United States, the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and each member of Con-
gress from the State of Washington. 

POM–129. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the legislature of the State of Louisiana 
relative to provisions of the Internal Rev-
enue Code which provide for the taxation of 
Social Security income; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 6
Whereas, current provisions of the Internal 

Revenue Code provide for the taxation of up 
to eighty-five percent of income derived 
from Social Security benefits; and 

Whereas, Social Security payments are 
often the primary income of retirees; and 

Whereas, retired persons are citizens who 
can least afford a reduction in income; and 

Whereas, retired persons are currently fac-
ing increased costs of living, including in-
creased costs of prescription drugs; and 

Whereas, other measures currently being 
reviewed by congress to stimulate the econ-
omy do not address the needs of low- and 
middle-income retired persons. 

Therefore, be it resolved, That the Lou-
isiana Legislature does hereby memorialize 
the United States Congress to repeal the pro-
visions of the Internal Revenue Code which 
provide for the taxation of Social Security 
income. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this 
Resolution be transmitted to the presiding 
officers of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Congress of the United 
States of America and to each member of the 
Louisiana congressional delegation. 

POM–130. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
relative to reviewing and consider elimi-
nating the provisions of law which reduce or 
totally eliminate social security benefits for 
those persons who also receive a state or 
local government retirement benefit; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 39
Whereas, the Congress of the United States 

has enacted both the Government Pension 

Offset (GPO), which reduces the spousal and 
widow(er)s social security benefit, and the 
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP), 
which reduces the earned social security ben-
efit for persons who also receive a state or 
local government retirement; and 

Whereas, the intent of Congress in enact-
ing the GPO and WEP provisions was to ad-
dress concerns that public employees who 
had worked primarily in state and local gov-
ernment employment receive the same ben-
efit as workers who had worked in social se-
curity employment throughout their careers, 
thereby providing a disincentive to ‘‘double-
dipping’’; and 

Whereas, the GPO affects a spouse or 
widow(er) receiving a state or local govern-
ment retirement benefit who would also be 
entitled to a social security benefit earned 
by a spouse; and 

Whereas, the GPO formula reduces the 
spousal or widow(er)s social security benefit 
by two-thirds of the amount of the state or 
local government retirement benefit re-
ceived by the spouse or widow(er), in many 
cases completely eliminating the social secu-
rity benefit; and 

Whereas, the WEP applies to those persons 
who have earned a state or local government 
retirement benefit in addition to having the 
necessary credits earned in social security 
employment; and 

Whereas, the WEP reduces the earned so-
cial security benefit by using a modified for-
mula of the averaged indexed monthly earn-
ings, which may reduce the earned social se-
curity benefits by as much as fifty percent; 
and 

Whereas, the GPO and WEP have a dis-
proportionately negative effect on employees 
working in lower-wage government jobs, 
such as policemen, firefighter, teachers, and 
municipal, parochial, and state employees; 
and 

Whereas, these provisions also affect more 
women than men because of the gender dif-
ferences in salary that continue to exist 
across of nation; and 

Whereas, Louisiana is making every effort 
to improve the quality of life of her citizens, 
to encourage them to remain here lifelong, 
and to provide for them in their retirement 
years. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby memorialize 
the Congress of the United States to review 
and consider eliminating the GPO and WEP 
social security benefit reductions. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of the 
Resolution be transmitted to the presiding 
officers of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Congress of the United 
States of American and to each member of 
the Louisiana congressional delegation. 

POM–131. A concurrent House resolution 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana relative to the Pledge of Alle-
giance; to the Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 121 
Whereas, Louisiana is one of numerous 

states in which students recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance in public schools; and 

Whereas, the practice of including ‘‘under 
God’’ in the Pledge was established by fed-
eral law decades ago and reaffirmed by a new 
federal law just last year; and 

Whereas, recent polls indicate that up to 
ninety percent of the public is overwhelm-
ingly in favor of allowing students to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance; and 

Whereas, Constitution signer George Wash-
ington declared, ‘‘the fundamental principle 
of our Constitution . . . enjoins [requires] 
that the will of the majority shall prevail,’’ 
and Thomas Jefferson pronounced, ‘‘the will 
of the majority [is] the natural law of every 

society [and] is the only sure guardian of the 
rights of man’’; and 

Whereas, Thomas Jefferson also stated, ‘‘A 
judiciary independent . . . of the will of the 
nation is a solecism—at least in a republican 
government’’; and 

Whereas, the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit has violated these 
fundamental principles and abrogated the 
‘‘consent of the governed’’ as set forth in our 
governing documents; and 

Whereas, the will of the people can be pro-
tected against further judicial usurpation by 
the federal courts on this issue through con-
gressional action to limit the jurisdiction of 
the federal courts as explicitly set forth in 
the Constitution in Article III, Section 2, 
Paragraph 2 (federal courts ‘‘shall have ap-
pellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact 
with such exceptions and under such regula-
tions as Congress shall make’’); and 

Whereas, the intent of the Framers regard-
ing this power of Congress to limit judicial 
overreach was clear, such that Samuel 
Chase, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and a United States Supreme Court 
Justice appointed by President George Wash-
ington, declared, ‘‘The notion has frequently 
been entertained that the federal courts de-
rive their judicial power immediately from 
the Constitution; but the political truth is 
that the disposal of the judicial power (ex-
cept in a few specified instances) belongs to 
Congress. If Congress has given the power to 
this court, we possess it, not otherwise’’; and 

Whereas, Justice Joseph Story, in his au-
thoritative Commentaries on the Constitu-
tion, similarly declared, ‘‘In all cases where 
the judicial power of the United States is to 
be exercised, it is for Congress alone to fur-
nish the rules of proceeding, to direct the 
process, to declare the nature and effect of 
the process, and the mode, in which the judg-
ments, consequent thereon, shall be executed 
. . . And if Congress may confer power, they 
may repeal it . . . The power of Congress [is] 
complete to make exceptions’’; and 

Whereas, this position is confirmed not 
only by signers of the Constitution such as 
George Washington and James Madison but 
also by other leading constitutional experts 
and jurists of the day, including Chief Jus-
tice Oliver Ellsworth, Chief Justice John 
Marshall, Richard Henry Lee, Robert Yates, 
George Mason, and John Randolph; and

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court 
has long recognized and affirmed this power 
of Congress to limit the appellate jurisdic-
tion of the federal courts, as in 1847 when the 
court declared that the ‘‘court possesses no 
appellate power in any case unless conferred 
upon it by act of Congress’’ and in 1865 when 
it declared ‘‘it is for Congress to determine 
how far . . . appellate jurisdiction shall be 
given; and when conferred, it can be exer-
cised only to the extent and in the manner 
prescribed by law’’; and 

Whereas, congress has on numerous occa-
sions exercised this power to limit the juris-
diction of federal courts, and the Supreme 
Court has consistently upheld this power of 
congress in rulings over the last two cen-
turies, including cases in 1847, 1866, 1868, 1878, 
1882, 1893, 1898, 1901, 1904, 1906, 1908, 1910, 1922, 
1926, 1948, 1952, 1966, 1973, 1977, and others; 
and 

Whereas, it is Congress alone that can rem-
edy this current crisis and return to the 
states the power to make their own decisions 
on recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in 
public schools. 

Therefore, be it resolved, That the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby memorialize 
the Congress of the United States to limit 
the appellate jurisdiction of the federal 
courts regarding the recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance in public schools. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this 
Resolution be transmitted to the presiding 
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and chief clerical officers of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States of America and to each 
member of the Louisiana congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–132. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislative of the State of Texas rel-
ative to Federal income tax; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 6
Whereas, Current federal tax provisions 

place an arbitrary state cap on the volume of 
private activity bonds, which hinders the 
ability of Texas to meet its rapidly growing 
water infrastructure needs; and 

Whereas, Private activity bonds afford a 
cost-effectiveness, nonrecourse means of fi-
nancing the development of adequate waste-
water and drinking water facilities for the 
future and minimize and drinking facilities 
for the future and minimize the risk to the 
ratepayer; and 

Whereas, Other sources of municipal infra-
structure financing, such as general obliga-
tion bonds, revenue bonds, enterprise bonds, 
and loans under the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency’s state revolving loan 
fund program, are insufficient to allow Texas 
to comply with new federal environmental 
and public health mandates; and 

Whereas, The cap on the volume of private 
activity bonds forces water and wastewater 
projects to compete with other projects in 
Texas without regard to the urgent priority 
of protecting public health and the environ-
ment; and 

Whereas, Private activity bonds foster in-
novative public-private partnerships and 
help them develop cost-effective projects for 
the construction of sewage and drinking 
water facilities and the rehabilitation and 
upgrade of existing water infrastructure; and 

Whereas, Removing the financing cap 
would give public officials the maximum 
number of tools for meeting the growing 
public demand for water services while en-
suring compliance with federal environ-
mental and public health laws; now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the 78th Legislature of the 
State of Texas hereby respectfully urge the 
Congress of the United States to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that 
the volume cap for private activity bonds 
not apply to bonds for water and wastewater 
facilities; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the Texas secretary of 
state forward official copies of this resolu-
tion to the president of the United States, to 
the Speaker of the house of representatives 
and the president of the Senate of the United 
States Congress, and to all the members of 
the Texas delegation to the Congress with 
the request that this resolution be officially 
entered in the Congressional Record as a me-
morial to the Congress of the United States 
of America. 

POM–133. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to the establishment of State-Province 
relations between the State of Hawaii of the 
United States and the Province of Ilocos 
Norte of the Republic of the Philippines; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 17
Whereas, the State of Hawaii is actively 

seeking to expand its international ties and 
has an abiding interest in developing good-
will, friendship, and economic relations be-
tween the people of Hawaii and the people of 
Asian and Pacific countries; and 

Whereas, as part of its effort to achieve 
this goal, Hawaii has established a number of 
sister-state agreements with provinces on 
the Pacific region; and 

Whereas, because of the historical rela-
tionship between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of the Philippines, there 
continue to exist valid reasons to promote 
international friendship and understanding 
for the mutual benefit of both countries to 
achieve lasting peace and prosperity as it 
serves the common interests of both coun-
tries; and 

Whereas, there are historical precedents 
exemplifying the common desire to maintain 
a close cultural, commercial, and financial 
bridge between ethnic Filipinos living in Ha-
waii with their relatives, friends, and busi-
ness counterparts in the Philippines, such as 
the previously established sister-city rela-
tionship between the City and County of 
Honolulu and the City of Cebu in the Prov-
ince of Cebu; and 

Whereas, similar state-province relation-
ship exist between the State of Hawaii and 
the Provinces of Cebu and Ilocos Sur, where-
by cooperation and communication have 
served to establish exchanges in the areas of 
business, trade, agriculture and industry, 
tourism, sports, health care, social welfare, 
and other fields of human endeavor; and 

Whereas, a similar sister-state relationship 
would reinforce and cement this common 
bridge for understanding and mutual assist-
ance between ethnic Filipinos of both the 
State of Hawaii and the Province of Ilocos 
Norte; and 

Whereas, there is an existing relationship 
between the Province of Ilocos Norte and the 
State of Hawaii because several notable citi-
zens of Hawaii can trace their roots or have 
immigrated from the Province of Ilocos 
Norte, including the city of Laoag; now, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
the Senate concurring, That Governor Linda 
Lingle of the State of Hawaii, or her des-
ignee, be authorized and is requested to take 
all necessary actions to establish a state-
province affiliation with the Province of 
Ilocos Norte in the Republic of the Phil-
ippines; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Governor 
or her designee is requested to keep the Leg-
islature of the State of Hawaii fully in-
formed of the process in establishing the re-
lationship, and involved in its formalization 
to the extent practicable; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Province 
of Ilocos Norte be afforded the privileges and 
honors that Hawaii extends to its sister-
states and provinces; 

Be it further resolved, That this state-
province relationship shall continue until 
July 1, 2008; and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Concurrent Resolution be trans-
mitted to the President of the United States, 
the Governor of the State of Hawaii, the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, Hawaii’s Congressional delega-
tion, the President of the Republic of the 
Philippines through its Honolulu Consulate 
General, and the Governor and Provincial 
Board of the Province of Ilocos Norte, Re-
public of the Philippines. 

POM–134. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to fully funding the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 28
Whereas, in September 2000, the United Na-

tions General Assembly adopted the United 
Nations Millennium Declaration, a resolu-
tion establishing international development 
goals to reduce poverty and improve lives, 

now known as the Millennium Development 
Goals; and 

Whereas, members of the United Nations, 
including the United States, pledged to meet 
established benchmark for the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015 to: 

(1) Reduce by fifty per cent the proportion 
of people living in extreme poverty and suf-
fering from hunger; 

(2) Achieve universal primary education by 
ensuring that all boys and girls complete pri-
mary school; 

(3) Promote gender equality and empower 
women by eliminating disparities in primary 
and secondary education at all levels; 

(4) Reduce child mortality by two-thirds 
among children under five years old; 

(5) Improve maternal health by reducing 
the ratio of women’s death during childbirth 
by seventy-five per cent; 

(6) Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases by reversing the spread of HIV/
AIDS, malaria, and other major diseases; 

Whereas, it is critical that initiatives and 
programs funding through the Millennium 
Challenge Account include activities that 
enable women to play active roles in the eco-
nomic and civic activities of their countries; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
the Senate concurring, That the United 
States Congress is urged to fully fund the 
Millennium Challenge Account to enable 
poor and hungry people around the globe be-
come self-reliant; and 

Be it further resolved, That as the Millen-
nium Challenge Account is implemented, it 
is crucial that our leaders understand and re-
quire that women be involved in all phases of 
establishment and implementation of pro-
grams funded to achieve the Millennium De-
velopment goals; and 

Be it further resolved, That adequate fund-
ing and meaningful participation of women 
and girls are essential for successful develop-
ment assistance programs in poor nations; 
and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Concurrent Resolution be trans-
mitted to the President of the United States, 
the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, and the members of Ha-
waii’s congressional delegation. 

POM–135. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to the establishment of State-Province 
relations between the State of Hawaii of the 
United States and the Province of Thua 
Thien-Hue of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
Whereas, the State of Hawaii is actively 

seeking to expand its international ties and 
has an abiding interest in developing good-
will, friendship, and economic relations be-
tween the people of Hawaii and the people of 
Asian and Pacific countries; and 

Whereas, as part of its effort to achieve 
this goal, the State has established a number 
of sister-state agreements with provinces in 
the Pacific region; and 

Whereas, because of the historical rela-
tionship between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
there are compelling reasons to promote 
international friendship and understanding 
for the mutual benefit of both countries to 
achieve lasting peace and prosperity, as it 
serves the common interests of both coun-
tries; and 

Whereas, there are historical precedents 
exemplifying the common desire to maintain 
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a close cultural, commercial, and financial 
bridge between ethnic Vietnamese living in 
Hawaii with their relatives, friends, and 
business counterparts in Vietnam, such as 
the previously established sister-city rela-
tionship between the City and County of 
Honolulu and the city of Hue, which is the 
capital of the Province of Thua Thien-Hue; 
and 

Whereas, a similar state-province relation-
ship between the State and the Province of 
Thua Thien-Hue, whereby exchanges and co-
operation could be established in the areas of 
business, trade, agriculture, environmentally 
and culturally sensitive tourism, sports, pub-
lic health, education, economic development 
and humanitarian assistance would reinforce 
and cement this common bridge of under-
standing and mutual assistance between the 
ethnic Vietnamese of both the State and the 
Province of Thua Thien-Hue; and 

Whereas, the Province of Thua Thien-Hue, 
like Hawaii, has an agricultural economy 
that is based upon sugar cane, fruits, and 
flowers, and aquaculture crops, such as 
shrimp; and 

Whereas, the city of Hue, capital of the 
Province of Thua Thien-Hue has been des-
ignated as a World Heritage Site by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization because its cultural 
and natural properties are considered to be 
of outstanding universal value and must be 
protected; and 

Whereas, the Province of Thua Thien-Hue’s 
unique cultural and historical significance 
and natural beauty are important resources 
on which to base an environmentally and 
culturally sensitive tourism industry; and 

Whereas, Hawaii’s long experience and ex-
pertise in tourism, agriculture, and aqua-
culture could be shared with the Province of 
Thua Thien-Hue; now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
That the Governor of the State of Hawaii or 
her designee is requested to take all nec-
essary actions to establish a sister-state af-
filiation with the Province of Thua Thien-
Hue in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; 
and 

Be it further resolved, That the Governor 
is requested to keep the Legislature fully ap-
prised of any progress made in establishing 
the relationship in order that the Legisla-
ture may be involved in its formalization to 
the extent practicable; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Province 
of Thua Thien-Hue be afforded the privileges 
and honors to which Hawaii extends to its 
other sister-states and provinces; and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
President of the United States through the 
Secretary of State, the Governor of the 
State of Hawaii, the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, Hawaii’s 
congressional delegation, the President of 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam through 
its San Francisco Consulate General, the 
Governor of the Province of Thua Thien-Hue, 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and the Di-
rector of Business, Economic Development, 
and Tourism. 

POM–136. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii relative to fully funding the Millennium 
Challenge Account; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 33 
Whereas, in September 2000, the United Na-

tions General Assembly adopted the United 
Nations Millennium Declaration, a resolu-
tion establishing international development 

goals to reduce poverty and improve lives, 
now known as the Millennium Development 
Goals; and 

Whereas, members of the United Nations, 
including the United States, pledged to meet 
established benchmarks for the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015 to: 

(1) Reduce by fifty percent the proportion 
of people living in extreme poverty and suf-
fering from hunger; 

(2) Achieve universal primary education by 
ensuring that all boys and girls complete pri-
mary school; 

(3) Promote gender equality and empower 
women by eliminating disparities in primary 
and secondary education at all levels; 

(4) Reduce child mortality by two-thirds 
among children under five years old; 

(5) Improve maternal health by reducing 
the ratio of women’s death during childbirth 
by seventy-five per cent; 

(6) Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases by reversing the spread of HIV/
AIDS, malaria, and other major diseases; 

(7) Ensure environmental sustainability by 
introducing sustainable development prin-
ciples to: reverse the loss of environmental 
resources; increase access to safe drinking 
water; and achieve significant improvements 
in the lives of at least one hundred million 
slum dwellers; and 

(8) Develop a global partnership for devel-
opment through reform of the trading sys-
tem and financial system to allow poor na-
tions to sell goods at fair prices to obtain fi-
nancial resources to create stable economies 
and eliminate poverty; aiding to the special 
needs of least developed countries; address-
ing debt problems of developing countries; 
creating productive work for youth; increase 
access to affordable drugs; and make benefits 
of new technologies available; and 

Whereas, in March 2002, President George 
W. Bush unveiled the Millennium Challenge 
Account, a plan to increase significantly de-
velopment assistance to poor, developing 
countries by an additional $10,000,000,000 in 
foreign assistance over fiscal years 2004–2006, 
ultimately doubling United States poverty-
focused assistance when fully implemented; 
and 

Whereas, initiatives to be funded through 
the Millennium Challenge Account have the 
potential to improve the nutrition, health 
care, education, and drinking water for mil-
lions of people in poor nations only if the 
Millennium Challenge Account is fully fund-
ed by Congress; and 

Whereas, although studies uniformly re-
port that the most effective use of inter-
national aid is the investment in women, the 
reports also indicate that women do not ben-
efit from international development efforts 
unless they are included in all aspects of a 
development initiative from its beginning; 
and 

Whereas, the involvement of women in any 
economic growth plan is critical because 
women and girls are more than half of the 
world’s population and represent signifi-
cantly more than half of the population in 
areas particularly devastated by prolonged 
conflict like Afghanistan; and 

Whereas, it is critical that initiatives and 
programs funded through the Millennium 
Challenge Account include activities that 
enable women to play active roles in the eco-
nomic and civic activities of their countries; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
That the United States Congress is urged to 
fully fund the Millennium Challenge Ac-
count to enable poor and hungry people 
around the globe become self-reliant; and 

Be it further resolved, That as the Millen-
nium Challenge Account is implemented, it 

is crucial that our leaders understand and re-
quire that women be involved in all phases of 
establishment and implementation of pro-
grams funded to achieve the Millennium De-
velopment goals; and 

Be it further resolved, That adequate fund-
ing and meaningful participation of women 
and girls are essential for successful develop-
ment assistance programs in poor nations; 
and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
President of the United States, the President 
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of 
the United States House of Representatives, 
and the members of Hawaii’s congressional 
delegation. 

POM—137. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii relative to International Women’s Day; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Whereas, International Women’s Day, cele-
brated throughout the world on March 8, is a 
time to: reflect on the status of women in 
the United States and around the world; as-
sess progress made and remaining chal-
lenges; and recommit to women’s human 
rights and the full empowerment of the 
world’s women as the basis for truly sustain-
able social, economic, and political develop-
ment of nations and communities; and 

Whereas, 228,000,000 women are in need of 
effective contraceptive methods; and 

Whereas, a woman dies every minute as a 
result of pregnancy and childbirth-related 
causes (approximately five hundred thousand 
women a year) and for every woman who 
dies, thirty other women are injured or dis-
abled; and 

Whereas, between seven hundred thousand 
and four million people—mainly women and 
children—are trafficked annually across 
international borders for sexual exploitation 
and forced labor; and 

Whereas, fifty thousand to one hundred 
thousand women and girls are trafficked an-
nually for sexual exploitation into the 
United States; and 

Whereas, HIV/AIDS is a women’s epidemic 
worldwide—with 19,200,000 women worldwide 
currently living with HIV/AIDS and 1,200,000 
women dying of AIDS in 2002; and 

Whereas, for the last several years, HIV/
AIDS has been the fifth leading cause of 
death for women ages twenty-five to forty-
four in the United States and the third lead-
ing cause of death for African American 
women in this same age group; and 

Whereas, gender-based violence against 
women—including prenatal sex selection, fe-
male infanticide, sexual abuse, female gen-
ital mutilation, school and workplace sexual 
harassment, sexual trafficking and exploi-
tation, prostitution, dowry-killings, domes-
tic violence, battering, and marital rape—
causes more death and disability among 
women in the fifteen to forty-four age group 
than cancer, malaria, traffic accidents, and 
even war; and 

Whereas, approximately 4,800,000 rapes and 
physical assaults are perpetrated annually 
against women in the United States; and 

Whereas, women in many countries lack 
rights to own land and inherit property, ob-
tain credit, attend and stay in school, earn 
income, work free from job discrimination, 
and have access to services that meet their 
sexual and reproductive health needs; and 

Whereas, 2,100,000,000 women around the 
globe live on less than two dollars a day, and 
women in the United States earn seventy-
three cents on average for every dollar 
earned by men; and 

Whereas, two-thirds of the 960,000,000 illit-
erate adults in the world are women and 
two-thirds of the 130,000,000 children not en-
rolled in primary school are girls; now, 
therefore, 
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Be it resolved by the House of Representa-

tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
That this body urges the United States Sen-
ate to demonstrate our nation’s commitment 
to human rights by ratifying the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women, joining one hundred 
seventy other nations in endorsing the most 
comprehensive treaty ensuring the funda-
mental human rights and equality of women; 
and 

Be it further resolved, That the United 
States Congress is urged to affirm women’s 
fundamental right to reproductive health, 
including the ability to choose the number of 
children they will have and the timing of 
their births, by funding high quality, vol-
untary family planning and reproductive 
health services that enable women to exer-
cise this right; and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and members of Hawaii’s con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–138. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii relative to the Global Gag Rule imposed 
on International Family Planning Organiza-
tions; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 34
Whereas, approximately 120 million cou-

ples in the third world lack access to modern 
contraception; and 

Whereas, the United States provides family 
planning assistance funds to non-govern-
mental organizations in fifty-nine countries; 
and 

Whereas, these nations have a right to in-
form their own people about legal family 
planning options and to discuss changes in 
their family planning laws, in order to form 
their own policy and development, without 
interference by the United States; and 

Whereas, the United States has interfered 
with these non-governmental organizations 
through the ‘‘global gag rule,’’ by which the 
United States refuses to fund non-govern-
mental organizations that provide legal 
abortion services, lobby their own govern-
ments for abortion law reform, or even pro-
vide accurate medical counseling or referrals 
regarding abortion, even if no United States 
money is used for those purposes; and 

Whereas, in almost sixty per cent of these 
countries, abortion in some form is legal, yet 
the global gag rule prevents their non-gov-
ernmental organizations from discussing the 
option of performing abortions, even if this 
is done with the non-governmental organiza-
tions’ own funds and not with any United 
States funds; and 

Whereas, in the countries where abortion 
is not legal, the global gag rule prevents the 
non-governmental organizations from speak-
ing publicly about these issues to foster in-
formed debate on abortion, even if this free 
speech is done with the non-governmental 
organizations’ own funds; and 

Whereas, in rural areas, often these non-
governmental organizations are the only 
health care providers, so restricting their 
funding affects the health of all people in the 
community and forces the non-governmental 
organizations to make an immoral choice: 
either give up desperately needed funds for 
family planning services, or give up their 
right to free speech and to provide their pa-
tients with full and accurate medical infor-
mation; and 

Whereas, the ‘‘global gag rule’’ process 
hurts good family-planning work that has 
little to do with the rights of an unborn 

child, as these family planning services ad-
dress other health problems such as sexually 
transmitted diseases, which indirectly helps 
with economic stability in developing coun-
tries; and 

Whereas, through the global gag rule, the 
United States government not only stifles 
free speech, but affirmatively discriminates 
against viewpoints it does not like, some-
thing that would be unconstitutional in its 
own country; and 

Whereas, this gag rule was created by exe-
cution order of President Reagan in 1984; and 

Whereas, President Clinton canceled the 
gag order in 1993, but reluctantly restored it 
for one year in 1999 in exchange for the Re-
publicans in Congress agreeing to pay the 
United States’ back dues to the United Na-
tions; and 

Whereas, President Bush reimposed the 
global gag rule by executive order in Janu-
ary 2001 and reaffirmed his opposition to re-
productive rights in his state of the union 
address; and 

Whereas, the gag order is consistent with 
the United States administration’s recent 
announcement at an international con-
ference that they support the ‘‘rhythm 
method’’ of contraception; and 

Whereas, the global gag rule: undermines 
the human right to free speech, a right so 
vigorously championed by our government 
that it is part of our constitution; undercuts 
our foreign policy; and damages women’s re-
productive health; and 

Whereas, this misguided policy would be il-
legal were it to be imposed in our own coun-
try, and it is unconscionable for the United 
States to force it on other countries; jeop-
ardizing the health of millions of women and 
children; and 

Whereas, the Legislature has already dem-
onstrated its support for women’s rights in 
the family context when it adopted House 
Resolution No. 15 during the 1999 Regular 
Session entitled ‘‘Urging the United States 
Senate to Ratify the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women’’; and 

Whereas, legislation is pending in Congress 
to remove the global gag rule and permit the 
non-governmental organizations to provide 
appropriate and legal family planning serv-
ice and information in their home countries; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-second Legislature of 
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2003, 
That the United States Congress is hereby 
urged to support a ban on the global gag 
rule; and 

Be it further resolved, That certified cop-
ies of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
President of the United States, Speaker of 
the United States House of Representatives, 
the President of the United States Senate, 
and the members of Hawaii’s congressional 
delegation. 

POM–139. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Washington rel-
ative to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

Whereas, The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission proposal establishing a standard 
market design (SMD) for electricity proceeds 
from the premise that a single market model 
will work for the entire nation, as a result it 
would fundamentally change the way the 
transmission system is operated, expand the 
Commission’s authority in state decisions 
regarding resource adequacy and demand re-
sponse, and dismantle the regional benefits 
derived from public power; and 

Whereas, Washington state has a com-
prehensive electricity policy, which encour-
ages efficiency while reflecting our unique 
resource base; and 

Whereas, The Northwest electricity system 
is different from most of the rest of the na-
tion, including substantial differences in the 
transmission ownership, a hydro-based sys-
tem where the amount of energy generated is 
limited by the amount of water in the rivers 
and behind the dams, complex legal arrange-
ments for multiple uses of the water to meet 
diverse goals (power, irrigation, fisheries, 
recreation, and treaty obligations), and a 
hydro-based system that requires substantial 
coordination among plant owners and utili-
ties, rather than the competitive market-
based structure the SMD promotes; and 

Whereas, The Northwest electricity system 
has produced affordable, cost-based rates and 
reliable service for our region; and 

Whereas, Deregulation broke up tradi-
tional regulated utilities in order to create 
trading markets with the promise of lower 
costs, more consumer choice, more reli-
ability, and fewer government bailouts. It in 
fact produced higher prices, more manipula-
tion of consumers, volatility, brownouts, and 
bailouts running into the tens of billions; 
and 

Whereas, The SMD would harm consumers 
in our region through increased costs and de-
creased reliability; 

Now, therefore, Your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission leave the Northwest elec-
tricity system in place and withdraw the No-
tice of Proposed Rulemaking establishing a 
Standard Market Design (SMD) for elec-
tricity; and 

Your Memorialists further pray that in the 
event that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission does not withdraw its proposal, 
the President and Congress take action to 
prevent the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission from proceeding with their proposal. 

Be it resolved, That copies of this Memo-
rial be immediately transmitted to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the 
United States, the Honorable Spencer Abra-
ham, the Secretary of the United States De-
partment of Energy, the Members of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, Chair-
man Patrick Wood, III, Commissioner Nora 
M. Brownell, and Commissioner William L. 
Massey, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and each member of Congress 
from the State of Washington. 

POM–140. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Washington relative 
to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 8012
Whereas, The Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission recently proposed a new pricing 
policy for the rates of transmission owners 
that transfer operational control of their 
transmission facilities to a Regional Trans-
mission Organization. (RTO), form inde-
pendent transmission companies within 
RTOs, or pursue additional measures that 
promote efficient operation and expansion of 
the transmission grid; and 

Whereas, The proposed policy would create 
rate incentives based on an unproven theory 
that it will improve grid performance, re-
duce wholesale transmission and trans-
actions costs, improve electric reliability, 
and make electric wholesale competition 
more effective; and 

Whereas, The proposal offers a single 
model for the entire nation and fails to rec-
ognize regional differences in electricity gen-
eration and transmission or the benefits de-
rived from public power; and 

Whereas, Washington state has a com-
prehensive electricity policy, which encour-
ages efficiency while reflecting our unique 
resource base; and 
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Whereas, The Northwest electricity system 

is different from most of the rest of the na-
tion and has produced affordable, cost-based 
rates and reliable service for our region; and 

Whereas, We believe the proposed pricing 
incentives would harm consumers in our re-
gion through increased costs without any 
positive cost-benefit analysis; and 

Whereas, We believe the proposed pricing 
incentives will harm the investment climate 
for new electricity infrastructure in the re-
gion due to the Commission’s inability to en-
sure delivery of the promised incentives, and 
because the incentives first apply to existing 
transmission and second to new investment, 
but only if a utility is a member of an RTO; 
and 

Whereas, We believe the proposed pricing 
incentives will make more difficult the for-
mation of any new regional transmission or-
ganization that is, in fact, well-designed to 
fit Northwest regional circumstances be-
cause the generic incentive is a new cost 
that outweigh any benefits of such an orga-
nization; 

Now, therefore, Your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission leave the Northwest elec-
tricity system in place and withdraw its pro-
posed new pricing policy for the rates of 
transmission owners until such time as a 
cost-benefit analysis is completed that indi-
cates a positive benefit from Northwest con-
sumers, and the region expresses its desire to 
form a new transmission organizations; and 

Your Memorialists further pray that in the 
event that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission does not withdraw its proposal, 
the President and Congress take action to 
prevent the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission from proceeding with their proposal. 

Be it resolved, That copies of this Memo-
rial be immediately transmitted to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the 
United States, the Honorable Spencer Abra-
ham, the Secretary of the United States De-
partment of Energy, the Members of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, Chair-
man Patrick Wood, III, Commissioner Nora 
M. Brownell, and Commissioner William L. 
Massey, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and each member of Congress 
from the State of Washington. 

POM–141. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Michigan 
relative to fuel cell research projects; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 14
Whereas, In his State of the Union address, 

President Bush identified fuel cell research 
as a national priority. While this move holds 
great significance for our entire country, the 
urgency for developing a new energy source 
is most acutely understood in Michigan; and 

Whereas, Through the resources of the 
automotive industry, smaller companies 
across our state, and university research 
being conducted at numerous locales, the 
drive to develop the fuel cell as the next gen-
eration energy source has been in high gear 
in Michigan for many years. The human and 
technological resources Michigan has as the 
home of the auto industry indicates both our 
state’s capacity for fuel cell research and its 
stake in advancing the next generation of 
energy. Michigan’s efforts include innovative 
approaches to virtually all aspects of the in-
frastructure necessary to develop fuel cells, 
including work on the storage and transpor-
tation of hydrogen; and 

Whereas, In addition to well-known efforts 
within the auto industry, Michigan is also 
the site of research seeking to develop fuel 
cell applications for homes and businesses. 

Michigan businesses are working closely 
with university researchers on these 
projects; and 

Whereas, Michigan has made a significant 
commitment to encouraging enterprise in 
the field of emerging energy development. 
The Ninety-first Legislature enacted the 
‘‘NextEnergy’’ package of legislation to pro-
mote energy research, especially fuel cell 
technology. These acts created a series of 
tax credits, exemptions, and deductions for 
businesses working on alternative energy 
technologies, in addition to providing for al-
ternative energy zones to spur investment. 
The Next Energy Authority created in the 
Department of Management and Budget re-
flects the depth of the state’s commitment. 
Clearly, Michigan is uniquely suited for re-
search devoted to establishing a hydrogen-
based means of generating energy for our 
cars, homes, and businesses; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentative concurring), That we memori-
alize the President and Congress of the 
United States to pursue and support fuel cell 
research projects in Michigan; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Office of the President of 
the United states, the President of the 
United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and 
the members of the Michigan congressional 
delegation. 

POM–142. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Senate of the Legislature of the State of 
Montana relative to Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22
Whereas, stable, affordable energy is vital 

to the economy and security of the people of 
the State of Montana and the United States 
of America; and 

Whereas, the United States has become in-
creasingly dependent on foreign supplies of 
crude oil to meet our energy needs and is 
now importing more than 55% of the nation’s 
crude oil needs; and 

Whereas, dependence on imports is rising 
and could exceed 65% by the year 2020 due to 
growth in demand and falling production; 
and 

Whereas, the recent events in Venezuela 
and other international problems have 
caused uncertainty in the commodities mar-
kets about the future supply of oil; and 

Whereas, these among other factors have 
resulted in an increase in the price of crude 
oil to over $33 per barrel and, with crude oil 
costs being the largest component of the re-
tail price of petroleum products, has resulted 
in a significant increase in the national aver-
age price of gasoline and has similarly in-
creased the price of other petroleum prod-
ucts vital to the economy of the United 
States and the lives of its citizens; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Department of Energy 
estimates the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) contains be-
tween 5.7 and 16 billion barrels of recoverable 
oil; and 

Whereas, production from the Coastal 
Plain of ANWR could produce up to 1.5 mil-
lion barrels of oil per day for at least 25 
years, which is comparable to the volumes 
the United States is expected to import from 
Iraq for the next 25 years and which rep-
resents nearly 25% of current daily U.S. pro-
duction, and could save $14 billion dollars per 
year in oil imports; and 

Whereas, ANWR consists of 19 million 
acres, of which 8 million are classified as wil-
derness, 9.5 million are designated as na-
tional refuge lands, and 8% or 1.5 million 

acres comprise the Coastal Plain for which 
the potential for oil and gas production was 
acknowledged by Congress in the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act of 
1980; and 

Whereas, oil and natural gas development 
and wildlife are successfully coexisting and 
advanced technology has greatly reduced the 
‘‘footprint’’ of Arctic oil development; and 

Whereas, the Alaska State AFL–CIO and 
the Alaska Federation of Natives support re-
sponsible oil and gas development on the 
Coastal Plain of ANWR; and 

Whereas, environmentally responsible ex-
ploration, development, and production of 
oil on the Coastal Plain of ANWR will pro-
vide incomes to federal and state govern-
ments and general jobs and business opportu-
nities for residents in all 50 states; and 

Whereas, the people of Montana, while in 
general and qualified support of continued 
development of fossil fuels, recognize that 
further development of fossil fuels addresses 
the short-term needs of our nation’s energy 
independence; and 

Whereas, the people of Montana agree with 
the comments of President Bush during the 
2003 State of the Union Address that the de-
velopment of alternative energy sources, 
which would make America truly inde-
pendent, is the preferred path for our coun-
try; and 

Whereas, the people of Montana recognize 
that development of alternative energy 
sources, including solar, hydrogen, wind, fuel 
cell, ethanol, and biodiesel fuels, constitutes 
a preferred alternative to long-term energy 
development; and 

Whereas, people of Montana understand 
that development of certain alternative en-
ergy sources, such as ethanol and biodiesel 
fuel, would enhance the economic and agri-
cultural base of our great state; and 

Whereas, people of Montana further ac-
knowledge that the efficient use of our exist-
ing energy resources in a critical and stra-
tegic priority in order to ensure our energy 
independence; and 

Whereas, America has demonstrated the 
ability to dramatically reduce the energy 
consumption in past times of national crisis 
through fuel efficiency standards for auto-
mobiles, installation of industrial efficiency 
measures, and a conservation ethic among 
consumers. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives of the 
State of Montana: 

(1) That the Congress of the United States 
be urged to take action to stabilize domestic 
crude oil supplies through facilitating addi-
tional production, to decrease our nation’s 
need for foreign oil from undependable 
sources, to increase federal and state rev-
enue from oil and gas leasing, and, subject to 
prioritizing those efforts described in sub-
section (2), to support the economy through 
addition of good paying jobs by opening the 
Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge to oil and gas leasing and environ-
mentally responsible exploration, develop-
ment, and production of the petroleum re-
served. 

(2) That the Congress of the United States 
be urged to: 

(a) increase support for development of 
new sources of renewable energy, such as 
biofuels (including biodiesel and ethanol), 
wind, and solar: 

(b) pursue development and use of fuel effi-
cient vehicles and development of new tech-
nologies such as fuel cells and other poten-
tial applications of emerging hydrogen tech-
nology; and 

(c) develop programs and standards to en-
courage efficient use of existing resources in 
transportation, industrial and commercial 
processes, and consumer end uses. 
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Be it further resolved, That the Secretary 

of State send copies of this resolution to the 
Governor, the Montana Congressional Dele-
gation, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, the President of the U.S. Sen-
ate, and the U.S. Secretary of the Interior. 

POM—143. A resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Alaska relative to 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 4
Whereas, in sec. 1002 of the Alaska Na-

tional Interest Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA) the United States Congress re-
served the right to permit further oil and gas 
exploration, development, and production 
within the coastal plain of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Alaska; and 

Whereas the oil industry, the state, the 
United States Department of the Interior 
consider the coastal plain to have the high-
est potential for discovery of very large oil 
and gas accumulations on the continent of 
North America, estimated to be as much as 
10,000,000,000 barrels of recoverable oil; and 

Whereas the ‘‘1002 study area’’ is part of 
the coastal plain located within the North 
Slope Borough, and residents of the North 
Slope Borough, who are predominantly 
Inupiat Eskimo, are supportive of develop-
ment in the ‘‘1002 study area’’; and 

Whereas oil and gas exploration and devel-
opment of the coastal plain of the refuge and 
adjacent land could result in major discov-
eries that would reduce our nation’s future 
need for imported oil, help balance the na-
tion’s trade deficit, and significantly in-
crease the nation’s security; and 

Whereas domestic demand for oil continues 
to rise while domestic crude production con-
tinues to fall with the result that the United 
States imports additional oil from foreign 
sources; and 

Whereas development of oil at Prudhoe 
Bay, Kuparuk, Endicott, Lisburne, and Milne 
Point has resulted in thousands of jobs 
throughout the United States, and projected 
job creation as a result of coastal plain oil 
development will have a positive effect in all 
50 states; and 

Whereas Prudhoe Bay production is declin-
ing by approximately 10 percent a year; and 

Whereas, while new oil field developments 
on the North Slope of Alaska, such as Al-
pine, Badami, and West Sak, may slow or 
temporarily stop the decline in production, 
only giant coastal plain fields have the theo-
retical capability of increasing the produc-
tion volume of Alaska oil to a significant de-
gree; and 

Whereas opening the coastal plain of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge now allows 
sufficient time for planning environmental 
safeguards, development, and national secu-
rity review; and 

Whereas the 1,500,000-acre coastal plain of 
the refuge makes up only eight percent of 
the 19,000,000-acre refuge, and the develop-
ment of the oil and gas reserves in the ref-
uge’s coastal plain would affect an area of 
2,000 to 7,000 acres, which is less than one-
half of one percent of the area of the coastal 
plain; and 

Whereas 8,000,000 of the 19,000,000 acres of 
the refuge have already been set aside as wil-
derness; and 

Whereas the oil industry has shown at 
Prudhoe Bay, as well as at other locations 
along the Arctic coastal plain, that it can 
safely conduct oil and gas activity without 
adversely affecting the environment or wild-
life populations; and 

Whereas the state will ensure the contin-
ued health and productivity of the Porcupine 
Caribou herd and the protection of land, 

water, and wildlife resources during the ex-
ploration and development of the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
Alaska; and 

Whereas the oil industry is using innova-
tive technology and environmental practices 
in the new field developments at Alpine and 
Northstar, and those techniques are directly 
applicable to operating on the coastal plain 
and would enhance environmental protection 
beyond traditionally high standards; 

Be it resolved by the Alaska State Legisla-
ture, That the Congress of the United States 
is urged to pass legislation to open the coast-
al plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, Alaska, to oil and gas exploration, de-
velopment, and production, and that the 
Alaska State Legislature is adamantly op-
posed to further wilderness or other restric-
tive designation in the areas of the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
Alaska; and be it 

Further resolved, That that activity be 
conducted in a manner that protects the en-
vironment and the naturally occurring popu-
lation levels of the Porcupine Caribou herd, 
and that uses the state’s work force to the 
maximum extent possible; and be it 

Further resolved, That the Alaska State 
Legislature opposes any unilateral reduction 
in royalty revenue from exploration and de-
velopment of the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, and any 
attempt to coerce the State of Alaska into 
accepting less than the 90 percent of the oil, 
gas, and mineral royalties from the federal 
lands in Alaska that was promised to the 
state at statehood. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Gale Norton, United States Secretary of 
the Interior; the Honorable J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives; the Honorable Bill Frist, Ma-
jority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Ted Stevens and the Honorable Lisa 
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honor-
able Don Young, U.S. Representative, mem-
bers of the Alaska delegation in Congress; 
and to all other members the U.S. Senate 
and the U.S. House of Representatives serv-
ing in the 108th United States Congress. 

POM–144. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan relative to the fuel cell research; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 17
Whereas, In his State of the Union address, 

President Bush identified fuel cell research 
as a national priority. While this move holds 
great significance for our entire country, the 
urgency for developing a new energy source 
is most acutely understood in Michigan; and 

Whereas, Through the resources of the 
automotive industry, smaller companies 
across our state, and university research 
being conducted at numerous locales, the 
drive to develop the fuel cell as the next gen-
eration energy source has been in high gear 
in Michigan for many years. The human and 
technological resources Michigan has as the 
home of the auto industry indicates both our 
state’s capacity for fuel cell research and its 
stake in advancing the next generation of 
energy. Michigan’s efforts include innovative 
approaches to virtually all aspects of the in-
frastructure necessary to develop fuel cells, 
including work on the storage and transpor-
tation of hydrogen; and 

Whereas, In addition to well-known efforts 
within the auto industry, Michigan is also 
the site of research seeking to develop fuel 

cell applications for homes and businesses. 
Michigan businesses are working closely 
with university researchers on these 
projects; and 

Whereas, Michigan has made a significant 
commitment to encouraging enterprise in 
the field of emerging energy development. 
The Ninety-first Legislature enacted the 
‘‘NextEnergy’’ package of legislation to pro-
mote energy research, especially fuel cell 
technology. These acts created a series of 
tax credits, exemptions, and deductions for 
businesses working on alternative energy 
technologies, in addition to providing for al-
ternative energy zones to spur investment. 
The Next Energy Authority created in the 
Department of Management and Budget re-
flects the depth of the state’s commitment. 
Clearly, Michigan is uniquely suited for re-
search devoted to establishing a hydrogen-
based means of generating energy for our 
cars, homes, and businesses; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize the President and Congress of the 
United States to pursue and support fuel cell 
research projects in Michigan; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Office of the President of 
the United States, the President of the 
United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and 
the members of the Michigan congressional 
delegation. 

POM–145. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Kansas 
relative to the F/A–22 Raptor; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1871
Whereas, The Kansas Senate is pleased to 

join citizens across our great state, our na-
tion, and the world in congratulating our 
troops on their recent victory in Iraq, as well 
as the hard working men and women across 
our state who design and assemble essential 
equipment and weaponry for our military; 
and 

Whereas, Air dominance has become a sig-
nature of our armed forces and a deter-
mining factor when our military is drawn 
into combat throughout the world; and 

Whereas, Kansas’s defense and aerospace 
industry invests millions of dollars and em-
ploys thousands of highly skilled workers in 
Kansas; and 

Whereas, Defense and aerospace companies 
in Kansas provide our military with cutting 
edge technological components that are used 
to assemble vital military products, like the 
United States Air Force’s new generation 
fighter, the Lockheed Martin F/A–22 Raptor; 
and 

Whereas, Projects like the F/A–22 Raptor 
will bring more than $32 million dollars to 
the Kansas economy while providing thou-
sands of Kansans with high quality jobs, thus 
stimulating the aerospace industry in the 
state; and 

Whereas, The State of Kansas has a tradi-
tion of constructing both commercial and 
military aviation products and is the home 
of important components of our military’s 
air capabilities, such as the 22nd Air Refuel-
ing Wing, as well as dedicated soldiers, sail-
ors, marines and airmen flying and main-
taining those aircraft at bases across the 
country: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of Kansas, 
That the members of this body recognize 
that the F/A–22 Raptor is critical to the Kan-
sas economy and that the members of this 
body implore the Congress of the United 
States to fully fund the F/A–22 program, thus 
providing our military heroes with the vital 
resources they need and invigorating our 
economy; and be it further 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 

be directed to send enrolled copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives and to each 
member of the Kansas legislative delegation. 

POM–146. A resolution by the Legislature 
of the State of Arizona relative to weapons 
of mass destruction; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 1021
Whereas, the people of the State of Arizona 

view with growing concern the proliferation 
of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 
of mass destruction and the missile delivery 
capabilities of these weapons in the hands of 
unstable foreign regimes; and 

Whereas, the tragedy of September 11, 2001 
shows that America is vulnerable to attack 
by foreign enemies; and 

Whereas, the people of the State of Arizona 
wish to affirm their support of the United 
States government in taking all actions nec-
essary to protect the people of America and 
future generations from attacks by missiles 
capable of causing mass destruction and loss 
of American lives: therefore, be it resolved by 
the senate of the State of Arizona, the house of 
representatives concurring: 

1. That the Members of the Legislature 
support the President of the United States in 
directing the considerable scientific and 
technological capabilities of this nation and 
in taking all actions necessary to protect the 
states and their citizens, our allies and our 
armed forces abroad from the threat of mis-
sile attack. 

2. That the Members of the Legislature 
convey to the President and Congress of the 
United States that a coast-to-coast, effective 
missile defense system will require the de-
ployment of a robust, multi-layered archi-
tecture consisting of integrated land-based, 
sea-based and space-based capabilities to 
deter evolving future threats from missiles 
as weapons of mass destruction and to meet 
and destroy them when necessary. 

3. That the Members of the Legislature ap-
peal to the President and Congress of the 
United States to plan and fund a missile de-
fense system beyond 2005 that would consoli-
date technological advancement and expan-
sion from current limited applications. 

4. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Resolution 
to the President of the United States, the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and each member of Congress 
from the State of Arizona. 

POM–147. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of Kan-
sas relative to the F/A–22 Raptor; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 6027
Whereas, The Kansas House of Representa-

tives is pleased to join citizens across our 
great state, our nation, and the world in con-
gratulating our troops on their recent vic-
tory in Iraq, as well as the hard working men 
and women across our state who design and 
assemble essential equipment and weaponry 
for our military; and 

Whereas, Air dominance has become a sig-
nature of our armed forces and a deter-
mining factor when our military is drawn 
into combat throughout the world; and 

Whereas, Kansas’ defense and aerospace in-
dustry invest millions of dollars and employs 
thousands of highly skilled workers in Kan-
sas; and 

Whereas, Defense and aerospace companies 
in Kansas provide our military with cutting 
edge technological components that are used 
to assemble vital military products, like the 

United States Air Force’s new generation 
fighter, the Lockheed Martin F/A–22 Raptor; 
and 

Whereas, Projects like the F/A–22 Raptor 
will bring more than $32 million dollars to 
the Kansas economy while providing thou-
sands of Kansans with high quality jobs, thus 
stimulating the aerospace industry in the 
state; and 

Whereas, The State of Kansas has a tradi-
tion of constructing both commercial and 
military aviation products and is the home 
of important components of our military’s 
air capabilities, such as the 22nd Air Refuel-
ing Wing, as well as dedicated soldiers, sail-
ors, marines and airmen flying and main-
taining those aircraft at bases across the 
country: Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the house of representa-
tives of the State of Kansas, That the mem-
bers of this body recognize that the F/A–22 
Raptor is critical to the Kansas economy and 
that the members of this body implore the 
Congress of the United States to fully fund 
the F/A–22 program, thus providing our mili-
tary heroes with the vital resources they 
need and invigorating our economy; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Chief Clerk 
of the house of representatives be directed to 
send enrolled copies of this resolution to the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to each member of the Kan-
sas legislative delegation.

POM–148. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the Common-
wealth of Virginia relative to missile defense 
programs; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 40
Whereas, Virginia, the Old Dominion, lo-

cated in the upper South region of the 
United States and populated by more than 
7,000,000 persons, is noted for its contribution 
to the founding of the United States through 
leadership and political thought, maintains 
distinguished centers of higher education 
and research, is the site of advanced infor-
mation and defense technology, is the center 
of national naval force concentration, and is 
the foremost shipbuilder on its coast, while 
possessing natural endowments of mountains 
and forests on its western limits and agri-
culture on its southern tier; and 

Whereas, the people of Virginia are con-
scious of these assets of the Old Dominion 
and desire a favorable future for their chil-
dren and future generations; and 

Whereas, Virginia provided leadership in 
the Revolutionary War, was the location of 
the surrender of Great Britain that ended it, 
and has contributed notably to national de-
fense through its citizenry both in the mili-
tary and industry ever since; and 

Whereas, the people of Virginia are aware 
of the global proliferation of short-range, 
medium-range, and long-range ballistic mis-
siles as weapons of mass destruction and 
their threat to our nation, our allies, and our 
armed forces abroad; and 

Whereas, the United States does not pos-
sess an effective defense against such mis-
siles launched by hostile states, by terrorist 
organizations within the borders of such 
states, or from ships anywhere on the world’s 
seas and oceans, including near the coastal 
cities of America; and 

Whereas, the President of the United 
States has withdrawn from the treaty with 
the now-extinct Soviet Union that prohib-
ited effective American self-defense against 
ballistic missile attack and has announced 
the deployment of a ground-based and sea-
based limited missile defense system by the 
year 2005 as a beginning toward a robust sys-
tem that will be multilayered, meaning land, 
sea, air, and space interception components; 
and 

Whereas, short-range and medium-range 
ballistic missiles launched from ships off the 
East Coast of the United States would be 
outside the protective reach of the Pacific 
Ocean-based and Alaska-based system, and 
the population of Virginia’s Tidewater, as 
well as the preponderant national naval pres-
ence located there, are now vulnerable and 
will be still vulnerable to such a missile at-
tack with warheads of mass destruction after 
planned deployment in 2005 of missile de-
fenses in Alaska and California; and 

Whereas, missile defense interceptors 
based in Alaska and California may not be 
able to protect the population of Virginia’s 
Tidewater and other East Coast areas from 
long-range ballistic missiles launched from 
threatening states in the Middle East and 
North Africa; and 

Whereas, the United States Navy has dem-
onstrated its capability to use ships that can 
be based in Virginia’s Tidewater area to 
intercept short-range and medium-range bal-
listic missiles while they are rising from 
their launchers, which could be on nearby 
ships, and this capability can be improved to 
intercept long-range ballistic missiles; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Virginia House of Dele-
gates hereby urge the President of the 
United States to continue to take all actions 
necessary, directing the considerable sci-
entific and technological capability of this 
great Union, to protect all 50 states and their 
people, our allies, and our armed forces 
abroad from the threat of missile attack; 
and, be it 

Resolved further, That the Virginia House 
of Delegates hereby convey to the President 
of the United States and the United States 
Congress that an ocean-to-ocean, effective 
missile defense system will require the de-
ployment of a robust, multilayered architec-
ture consisting of integrated land-based, sea-
based, air-based, and space-based capabilities 
to deter evolving future threats and to meet 
and destroy them when necessary; and 

Resolved further, That the Virginia House 
of Delegates urge the President of the United 
States and the United States Congress to 
plan and provide funding for a Tidewater 
Virginia and East * * * 

* * * * * 

POM–149. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan relative to homeland security; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 20
Whereas, As our country continues to put 

in place stronger defenses against terrorism 
through homeland security measures, a key 
component will be the establishment of re-
gional headquarters for the United States 
Department of Homeland Security. The 
President has called for regional centers in 
his 2004 budget proposal; and 

Whereas, In the Midwest, an excellent site 
for a regional headquarters is the Selfridge 
Air National Guard Base in Macomb County. 
The advantages this location offers range 
from low costs, unsurpassed strategic signifi-
cance, and facilities that can provide for a 
swift and smooth transition to the respon-
sibilities of homeland security work; and 

Whereas, Located at the heart of the na-
tion’s freshwater network and near several 
of the busiest international points of entry 
along our northern border, Selfridge is well 
positioned to handle quickly any type of 
task to protect America’s people, resources, 
and infrastructure. Clearly, this location of-
fers opportunities for enhanced responsive-
ness to the challenges before us in safe-
guarding our nation in the years ahead; now, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That we urge the 
United States Department of Homeland Se-
curity to locate its Midwestern headquarters 
at the Selfridge Air National Guard Base in 
Macomb County; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Secretary of the United 
States Department of Homeland Security, 
the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, and the members of the 
Michigan congressional delegation. 

POM–150. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan relative to Medicare; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 52
Whereas, Mental health and emotional sta-

bility are key components of every person’s 
overall health and well-being. The correla-
tion between mental health and physical 
health is well established. However, there 
are numerous situations in which mental 
health and mental health services are con-
sidered far differently than physical mala-
dies; and 

Whereas, Under the current practices of 
our Medicare system, several types of mental 
health and counseling services are not cov-
ered. This omission is especially inappro-
priate in view of the fact that senior citizens 
often face more challenges to their emo-
tional and mental well-being than other age 
groups. Senior citizens suffer from depres-
sion at higher rates than other age groups, 
for example; and 

Whereas, Congress has before it a measure 
that would address this gap in Medicare cov-
erage. The Seniors Mental Health Access Im-
provement Act, S. 310, would amend the 
Medicare system to provide for the coverage 
of marriage and family therapist services 
and mental health counselor services under 
Part B of Medicare. The impact of adding 
this coverage would be beneficial not only to 
countless individuals and families, but also 
to the Medicare system through the im-
proved overall health it would encourage: 
Now, therefore, be it. 

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize the Congress of the United States to 
enact legislation to include the services of li-
censed professional counselors and marriage 
and family therapists among services cov-
ered under Medicare; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional 
delations. 

POM–151. A resolution adopted by the town 
of New Castle of the State of New York rel-
ative to the Indian Point Nuclear Power 
Plants; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works

Whereas, the Town of New Castle seeks to 
ensure the public health and safety of those 
who live and/or work within the town, and 

Whereas, the Town of New Castle has been 
coordinating efforts with the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators for the past 
three years to monitor the County’s Emer-
gency Evacuation Plan that would be put 
into effect in the event of a radiological inci-
dent at the Indian Point Nuclear Power 
Plants, and 

Whereas, the Town of New Castle has sup-
ported the Westchester County Board of Leg-
islator’s efforts to obtain an independent, 
non-governmental assessment of the ability 
of the County’s Emergency Evacuation Plan 
to achieve its goals to ensure public health 
and safety, and 

Whereas, as a result of serious questions 
raised regarding the Westchester County’s 
Emergency Evacuation Plan at the Indian 
Point Nuclear Power Plants, an independent, 
non-governmental assessment was made of 
the ability of Plan to achieve its goals of 
protecting public health and ensuring public 
safety, and 

Whereas, under contract with the State of 
New York such as assessment has been made 
by James Lee Witt associates, LLC and their 
finding included: (1) The plans are built on 
compliance with regulations, rather than a 
strategy that leads to structures and sys-
tems to protect from radiation exposure; (2) 
The plans appear based on the premise that 
people will comply with official government 
directions rather than acting in accordance 
with what they perceive to be their best in-
terest; (3) The plans do not consider the pos-
sible additional ramifications of a terrorist 
caused release; (4) The plans do not consider 
the reality and impacts of spontaneous evac-
uation; and (5) Response exercises designed 
to test the plans are of limited use in identi-
fying inadequacies and improving subse-
quent responses; and 

Whereas, these deficiencies have, in turn, 
called into question the ability of the Plan 
to achieve the goals of protecting public 
health and ensuring public safety: Now 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That security at the Indian Point 
Nuclear Power Plants needs to be placed 
under the control of the United States mili-
tary and that this be done without further 
delay, and be it further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the County, State and Federal 
Governments to immediately begin to imple-
ment those recommendations of the Witt Re-
port relevant to their respective responsibil-
ities in and for the Emergency Evacuation 
Plan, and be it further

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the County Executive or any 
other official and/or employee of the County 
of Westchester to not issue a radiological 
emergency preparedness activities form or 
any other official communication that would 
in any way state or imply that the Emer-
gency Evacuation Plan as it currently exists 
is capable of achieving its goals of protecting 
public health and ensuring public safety in 
the event of a radiological incident, and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the Governor of the State of New 
York, in recognition of the refusal of the 
County Executives of all four affected Coun-
ties to issue letters of certification (also 
known as checklists) concerning the 
efficiacy of the Emergency Evacuation Plan, 
to refuse to certify said Plan to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to decertify the Emergency 
Evacuation Plan as inadequate to protect 
the public health and to ensure public safety, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, in recognition of the inadequacies of 
the Emergency Evacuation Plan to protect 
the public health and to ensure public safety, 
to order an immediate shutdown of the In-
dian Point Nuclear Power Plants until such 
time as it can be demonstrated that a re-
vised emergency evacuation plan, which ad-
dresses all the inadequacies of the current 
Emergency Evacuation Plan as described in 
the James Lee Witt Associates, LLC Report, 
can achieve its goals of protecting the public 
health and ensuring public safety. Such re-
vised emergency evacuation plan should pay 
particular attention to the recommendation 

that the emergency evacuation plan of ‘‘any 
plant adjacent to high population areas 
should have different requirements than 
plants otherwise situated, because protective 
actions are more difficult and the con-
sequences of failure or delay are higher,’’ and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
calls upon the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion to begin the decommissioning process to 
reduce the vulnerability of the Indian Point 
Nuclear Power Plants at the earliest possible 
date, and be it further 

Resolved, That the New Castle Town Board 
hereby directs that its will and its desire as 
expressed through this Resolution be trans-
mitted to all appropriate parties within the 
County, State and Federal governments em-
powered to act upon and effect the provisions 
as stated herein. 

POM–152. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan relative to the transportation 
funds; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 9
Whereas, For several decades, Michigan 

has sent much more federal highway tax 
money to Washington than it has received in 
return. This imbalance has helped our nation 
build the country’s highway infrastructure. 
With the national infrastructure largely 
completed, the continuation of the imbal-
ance has created a serious challenge for 
Michigan and other ‘‘donor states’’; and 

Whereas, Michigan, which typically loses 
between $150 million and $400 million each 
year by sending more to Washington than it 
receives, is severely hampered. The unfair 
practice of contributing hundreds of millions 
of dollars beyond the amount we receive to 
fund projects in other parts of the country 
makes it far more difficult for Michigan to 
maintain the quality of its highways. The 
loss of funding also represents a serious loss 
of economic activity; and 

Whereas, The chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee and the chairman of the Senate Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee in 
Congress have proposed a major change in 
how federal highway funds are distributed. 
They have called for a funding formula that 
would guarantee that all states receive a 
minimum of 95 percent of what they each 
contribute to the federal highway program; 
and 

Whereas, The potential impact for Michi-
gan of a guarantee of at least 95 percent of 
this funding would be very significant. Even 
as the economy calls for more careful public 
expenditures, this proposed policy change 
would help Michigan and bring greater fair-
ness to the issue of transportation spending. 
Citizens, visitors, and businesses of this 
state would benefit enormously from this 
long overdue policy: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation to provide 
that all states receive a minimum of 95 per-
cent of transportation funds sent to the fed-
eral government and to urge Congress to 
make the return of transportation money to 
the states a higher priority within existing 
federal revenues; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–153. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan relative to the Solid Waste; to the 
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Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 10
Whereas, In 1992, the United States Su-

preme Court, in Fort Gratiot Sanitary Land-
fill v. Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources, ruled that states could not ban the 
importation of solid waste because Congress 
has the ultimate authority to regulate inter-
state commerce. Since that time, Michigan 
has become the dumping ground for increas-
ing amounts of solid waste from out of our 
state and our country; and 

Whereas, Michigan is the third-largest im-
porter of solid waste in the country. Ap-
proximately 20 percent of all trash in Michi-
gan landfills now originate outside of Michi-
gan. The amounts have increased signifi-
cantly in the past several years, and recent 
reports of a major contract with Ontario and 
of the closing of the nation’s largest landfill 
in New York seem to indicate this issue will 
loom larger in the future; and 

Whereas, An agreement between the city of 
Vaughan, Ontario, and Carleton Farms in 
Wayne County’s Sumpter Township will 
thrust Michigan into being the second-larg-
est importer of solid waste in the country 
next year, as Michigan will be accepting a 
large majority of the city of Toronto’s mu-
nicipal solid waste; and 

Whereas, Accepting unlimited volumes of 
trash from outside our state has serious 
long-term consequences. Long after the 
money from the contracts has been spent, a 
potential environmental threat continues, as 
does an obligation to monitor disposal sites 
to protect water and public health from 
toxic releases. Clearly, any state accepting 
these long-term risks should be able to regu-
late the creation of that risk, regardless of 
where it originate; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation to give 
states the authority to ban importation of 
out-of-state solid waste; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–154. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
relative to funding nitrogen reduction tech-
nology (NRT); to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 38
Whereas, the Chesapeake Bay and its trib-

utaries are national treasures that play a 
vital role in many sectors of Virginia’s econ-
omy including the commercial seafood, rec-
reational fishing, and tourism industries; 
and 

Whereas, while significant progress has 
been made in restoring the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries, they remain in a signifi-
cantly degraded condition; and 

Whereas, nitrogen pollution, the most seri-
ous problem facing water quality in the Bay 
today, results in excessive algae growth that 
clouds water, depletes oxygen, and severely 
impacts vital bay grasses, young fish, and 
crabs; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth Is a signatory 
to the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement, in which 
Virginia pledged to significantly reduce pol-
lution sufficient to remove the Chesapeake 
Bay from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency’s impaired waters list by 
2010; and 

Whereas, upgrading sewage treatment 
plants, which currently contribute 61 million 
pounds of nitrogen annually to the Bay, is 
one of the most cost-effective steps that can 

be taken to significantly reduce nitrogen 
pollution; and 

Whereas, sewage treatment plants in Vir-
ginia discharge up to 25 milligrams of nitro-
gen per liter of wastewater, while current 
technology allows the nitrogen content of 
treated wastewater to be reduced to only 3 
milligrams per liter; and 

Whereas, United States Senators of Vir-
ginia and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives from the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 
10th, and 11th Virginia Congressional Dis-
tricts have introduced legislation to provide 
cost-share grant funding to allow Bay water-
shed sewage treatment plants to substan-
tially reduce their nitrogen pollution by in-
stalling NRT; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates, That 
the Congress of the United States be urged 
to adopt legislation in support of funding for 
nitrogen reduction technology (NRT) in the 
108th Congress; and, be it 

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the 
House of Delegates transmit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Virginia Congressional Dele-
gation so that they may be apprised of the 
sense of the House of Delegates of Virginia in 
this matter. 

POM–155. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Washington rel-
ative to the Forest Service; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 8002
Whereas, Wildfires in forest areas are in-

creasing at an alarming rate with the 2002 
fire season one of the most severe since the 
1940s; and 

Whereas, There are over 180 million acres 
of public land near communities with a high 
risk of fire; and 

Whereas, Forest health both in Washington 
state and throughout the nation has been on 
a steady decline in many forests over the 
last thirty years; and 

Whereas, Forest insect infestations, dis-
ease, overly dense forests, weeds, and brush 
and shrub build-up are increasing problems; 
and address all forest health issues in order 
to stem the tide of forest and grazing land 
wildfire, insect infestations, disease, and en-
vironmental degradation; and 

Be it further resolved, That federal and 
state agencies work with all stakeholders to 
promote efforts that provide policy solutions 
and to conduct field operations so that our 
nation’s public forests’ health issues can be 
addressed; and 

Be it further resolved, That Congress pro-
vide adequate funding levels for the United 
States Forest Service and continually assess 
the progress towards a healthy forest envi-
ronment; 

Be it further resolved, That copies of this 
Memorial be immediately transmitted to the 
Honorable George W. Bush, President of the 
United States, the Honorable Ann M. 
Veneman, Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture, Dale Bosworth, Chief of the 
Forest Service, and the Honorable Gail A. 
Norton, Secretary of the Department of the 
Interior, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and each member of Congress 
from the State of Washington. 

POM–156. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Washington rel-
ative to the government involvement in the 
wheat market; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 8015
Whereas, Wheat farming is the major in-

dustry in many rural regions of Washington 

State and thus the health of the industry is 
inextricably linked to the economic health 
of the populations in these rural regions; and 

Whereas, Approximately one hundred fifty 
million bushels of wheat is produced annu-
ally on two and one-half million acres by five 
thousand farms and generates four hundred 
fifty million dollars in gross crop value, 
placing Washington State third in the nation 
among wheat producing states; and 

Whereas, Washington is one of the largest 
and most heavily reliant of the wheat ex-
porting states with up to ninety percent of 
the state’s production being exported each 
year; and 

Whereas, The wheat production in Wash-
ington State is predominantly by family 
farm operations that are as efficient and pro-
ductive as any growers in the world and that 
produce the highest quality product possible; 
and 

Whereas, Despite being the most efficient 
producers of the highest quality product, low 
prices received by farmers in recent years, 
especially for those farmers with loan obli-
gations, have resulted in the continual ero-
sion in many farmers’ net worths and a loss 
of farming operations; and 

Whereas, Because prices for wheat in re-
cent years, including funds from government 
programs, have frequently been at or below 
the cost of production, the wheat farming 
community is very sensitive to significant 
government actions that affect supply and 
demand and depress wheat prices; and 

Whereas, The price of the soft white wheat 
predominately grown in Washington reached 
a high in early fall of four dollars and eighty 
cents per bushel at the Portland grain ter-
minal but has fallen dramatically by over 
one dollar per bushel due to a combination of 
factors, including large sales over a short pe-
riod of time from federally held grain re-
serves and the labor dispute causing the ces-
sation in the shipment of grain at export fa-
cilities; and 

Whereas, A bushel of wheat makes forty-
two pounds of flour, which makes sixty-six 
loaves of bread, and comprises only six cents 
of the one dollar and thirty cents average re-
tail price per loaf; 

Now, therefore, Your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that new federal procedures be es-
tablished to assure that future sales of wheat 
stocks from federally held grain reserves be 
conducted in a manner that such sales will 
not unduly disrupt the market while also 
fulfilling the original intent of providing for 
emergency humanitarian food needs in de-
veloping countries. 

Be it resolved, That copies of this Memo-
rial be immediately transmitted to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the 
United States, the Honorable Ann M. 
Veneman, Secretary of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, the President of 
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and each member 
of Congress from the State of Washington. 

POM–157. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
relative to the cotton production insurance; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 90
Whereas, the majority of cotton producers 

in the state of Louisiana are in support of 
crop insurance based on the cost of produc-
tion; and 

Whereas, Louisiana has experienced sev-
eral consecutive years with natural disasters 
that have reduced actual production history; 
and 

Whereas, many producers have found that 
their level of coverage is either too high, 
eroded, or unavailable as a result of consecu-
tive years with natural disasters; and 
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Whereas, cost of production insurance will 

provide producers and lending institutions 
more coverage and reliability and reduce the 
need for ad hoc disaster spending to cover 
production costs in the event of catastrophic 
natural disasters; and 

Whereas, the taxpayers of this state and 
country deserve a more fiscally responsible 
plan than off-budget emergency spending to 
deal with catastrophic agricultural losses; 
and 

Whereas, cost of production insurance is a 
concept that allows producers of cotton to 
insure between seventy and ninety percent of 
their documented variable costs of produc-
tion; and 

Whereas, cost of production insurance 
would greatly enhance each producer’s abil-
ity to survive natural disasters and eco-
nomic crises; and 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Risk Management Agency has 
received a proposal for implementation of a 
cost of production insurance pilot program 
from AgriLogic, Inc., and the Coalition of 
American Agriculture Producers, but has not 
yet implemented such a program, although 
the United States Congress has requested 
them to do so. 

Therefore, be it resolved, That the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby urge and re-
quest the United States Secretary of Agri-
culture to expeditiously implement and ex-
pand cost of production insurance for cotton 
that is based on a producer’s actual produc-
tion cost history and to implement a cost of 
production insurance pilot program. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this 
Resolution be transmitted to the President 
of the United States, the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, the President of the United 
States Senate and to each member of the 
Louisiana Congressional Delegation. 

POM–158. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan relative to Emerald Ash Borer; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 36
Whereas, In an amazingly short period of 

time, an important species of tree in Michi-
gan faces a devastating infestation from an 
insect known as the emerald ash borer. This 
beetle, which has also been found in Ontario 
and Ohio, is thought to have entered Michi-
gan in 1997. Already, this insect has killed 5 
million trees in the six-county area of south-
eastern Michigan. In response, the state has 
quarantined the six counties, where approxi-
mately 28 million ash trees are at risk; and 

Whereas, The potential economic and eco-
system impact of this invading species would 
be dramatic across our state and potentially 
the entire country. In addition to what the 
loss of all ash trees would mean to the ap-
pearance of our homes, communities, and the 
entire state, ash trees constitute an impor-
tant and versatile lumber resource that may 
be lost without swift and certain actions. As 
with any type of plant so widespread, the 
loss of Michigan’s estimated one billion ash 
trees clearly could have unforeseen effects 
on our forest ecology; and 

Whereas, The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) must establish a federal 
quarantine for the emerald ash borer. Such 
action would provide uniform rules for slow-
ing or containing the northern advance of 
the insect; guarantee sufficient protections 
for international commerce with Canada, 
which is also experiencing infestation; and 
allow for the compensation of a number of 
growers, distributors, retailers, and contrac-
tors within the quarantine area who have 
lost crops and sales without warning; and 

Whereas, In an effort to save this species of 
tree, Michigan has asked Congress to provide 
financial assistance to state and municipal 
officials. In addition, these officials need 
technical assistance to develop a sound 
strategy of combating this destructive 
vermin, which clearly has the potential to 
cause great damage not only in Michigan, 
but across the country; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to establish a quarantine for 
the emerald ash borer and provide assistance 
to help Michigan combat the infestation; and 
be it further 

Resolved That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the United 
States Department of Agriculture, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–159. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan relative to Emerald Ash Borer; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 49
Whereas, With alarming swiftness, the em-

erald ash borer, an aggressive Asian insect, 
is threatening virtually all of the ash trees 
in this state and region. In spite of a quar-
antine in 6 southeastern Michigan counties, 
this beetle has killed 5 million of the 28 mil-
lion ash trees in the quarantined area. Over-
all, the emerald ash borer, an invasive spe-
cies that is causing similar devastation in 
Ontario and Ohio, threatens as many as 700 
million trees in our state; and 

Whereas, Ash trees are very important to 
the ecology of our state. They are also used 
for many products in several sectors of the 
economy. Beyond these factors, the ash trees 
that grace our communities and neighbor-
hoods are beloved shade trees that con-
tribute enormously to the character and 
beauty of Michigan; and 

Whereas, The Governor is working to se-
cure quick help from the federal government 
to deal with this swiftly escalating problem. 
Michigan badly needs technical and financial 
assistance in the face of this emergency. The 
state has taken decisive actions to deal with 
this invasive species, but the magnitude of 
the problem and the immediacy of the issue 
make it clear that we need the swift assist-
ance of Congress and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture; now therefore, be it 

Resolved by the senate, That we memori-
alize the Congress of the United States and 
the United States Department of Agriculture 
to provide assistance, including financial as-
sistance, in the effort to deal with the infes-
tation of the emerald ash borer; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–160. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the Common-
wealth of the Northern Marianas relative to 
a constitutional amendment to prohibit Fed-
eral Judges from Ordering states, or local 
units of government, to increase or levy 
taxes; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 12–109
Whereas, several State legislatures in the 

United States are adopting resolutions ad-
dressing a clear violation of the United 
States Constitution and the legislative proc-
ess; and 

Whereas, in 1990 the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued an opinion in the case of Missouri v. 

Jenkins declaring that federal judges have a 
constitutionally based authority and power 
to levy or increase taxes; and 

Whereas, many believe that this opinion is 
contrary to the intent and beliefs of our 
Forefathers, wherein, the three branches of 
the United States government are to be sepa-
rate in power and responsibilities; and 

Whereas, Alexander Hamilton, Federalist 
No. 78, states, ‘‘(T)here is no liberty, if the 
power of judging be not separated from the 
legislative and executive powers’’; and 

Whereas, the CNMI Legislature is in accord 
with these several states who are looking to 
the U.S. Congress to put an end to this dan-
gerous practice of exercising legislative au-
thority by the Supreme Court; and 

Whereas, this is an effort to maintain our 
Forefathers intent of establishing a demo-
cratic body with principles that ensure our 
freedom and liberty, moreover, to protect 
the integrity of the U.S. Constitution and its 
intent to separate, and not duplicate, the 
powers of the Executive Branch, Legislative 
Branch, and Judicial Branch; now, therefore 

Be it resolved, by the House of Representa-
tives, Twelfth Northern Marianas Common-
wealth Legislature, That the House is re-
quested the U.S. Congress to pass a resolu-
tion calling for the adoption of an amend-
ment to the United States Constitution 
which shall read: ‘‘Neither the Supreme 
Court nor any inferior court of the United 
States shall have the power to instruct or 
order a state or political subdivision, there-
of, or any official of such state or political 
subdivision, to levy or increase taxes.’’; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Speaker of 
the House shall certify and the House Clerk 
shall attest to the adoption of this resolu-
tion and thereafter transmit copies to the 
Honorable Richard B. ‘‘Dick’’ Cheney, Vice-
President of the United States and Presiding 
Officer of the U.S. Senate; to the Honorable 
Denny Hastert, Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; and the Honorable Walt 
Mueller, Senator, 15th District, State of Mis-
souri. 

POM–161. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of 
Michigan relative to Bovine Tuberculosis; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 58
Whereas, Bovine tuberculosis is an infec-

tious disease that poses a significant risk to 
domestic livestock, wildlife, companion ani-
mals, and humans throughout the world; and 

Whereas, Bovine tuberculosis has many se-
vere impacts beyond the disease itself. It in-
creases costs, limits markets for livestock 
producers nationally and internationally, de-
presses interest in the state’s hunting and 
tourism industries, and requires state re-
sources for its eradication. These factors 
have impacted the families of northeastern 
Lower Michigan significantly; and 

Whereas, Since the discovery of bovine tu-
berculosis in wild white-tailed deer in Michi-
gan in 1995, and in cattle in 1998, the state of 
Michigan, in a partnership with Michigan 
State University, the livestock industry, the 
hunting and outdoors community, and local 
and federal officials, has worked diligently 
to control, contain, and eradicate the dis-
ease; and 

Whereas, Through an aggressive testing 
plan for livestock and wildlife, Michigan is 
able to demonstrate to other states and the 
world that this disease is not present 
throughout the entire state of Michigan and 
that the tremendous efforts undertaken with 
both livestock and wildlife are moving the 
state toward eradication; and 

Whereas, Federal assistance on technical, 
financial, and staff levels has been critical to 
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Michigan’s efforts to eradicate bovine tuber-
culosis; and 

Whereas, With many other current and 
emerging plant and animal diseases, re-
sources are challenged at both the federal 
and state levels to address these diseases 
adequately; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memoralize the Congress of the 
United States to continue providing assist-
ance to Michigan to help eradicate bovine 
tuberculosis; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the United Stated Department of 
Agriculture. 

POM–162. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Iowa 
relative to Best Buddies program; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 22
Whereas, there are more than 7.5 million 

people with intellectual disabilities in the 
United States and as many as 250 million 
worldwide; and 

Whereas, individuals with intellectual dis-
abilities often experience isolation and ex-
clusion from community activities because 
of limited opportunties to associate with 
persons other than their immediate family 
and paid workers; and 

Whereas, Best Buddies is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to enhancing the lives of 
people with intellectual disabilities by pro-
viding opportunities for one-to-one friend-
ships and integrated employment; and 

Whereas, Best Buddies has grown from one 
chapter on one college campus to a vibrant, 
international organization involving partici-
pants annually on more than 750 middle 
school, high school, and college campuses in 
the United States, Canada, Cuba, Egypt, 
Greece, Ireland, and Sweden; and 

Whereas, Best Buddies has touched the 
lives of over 175,000 individuals in its 13-year 
existence; and 

Whereas, Best Buddies Iowa currently 
serves nine college chapters and nine high 
school chapters within our state and has a 
long-term goal of involving all schools with-
in Iowa in its mission to bring friendship to 
individuals with intellectual disabilities; 
now therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, That the 
Iowa Senate appreciates the work that Best 
Buddies Iowa performs and urges the federal 
government to continue to fund this pro-
gram; and 

Be it further resolved, That the Iowa Sen-
ate encourages state agencies, county cen-
tral points of coordination, education pro-
viders, and area education agencies to work 
with Best Buddies Iowa to find additional 
funding for a middle school program and to 
further expand its current programs into 
additionmal communities; and 

Be it futher resolved, That copies of this 
Resolution be sent by the Secretary of the 
Senate to the President of the United States, 
the President of the Senate of the United 
States, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives; the majority and 
minority leaders of the United States Sen-
ate, the majority and minority leaders of the 
United States House of Representatives, and 
each member of Iowa’s congressional delega-
tion. 

POM–163. A resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the State of Kan-
sas relative to the Health Insurance Port-
ability Accountability Act (HIPAA); to the 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 6028
Whereas, The provisions of HIPAA are now 

in force with the stated purpose of simpli-
fying health care administrative processes, 
and in the process, protecting individual pri-
vacy rights. Simplification is to be accom-
plished through the use of standardized, elec-
tronic transmission of administrative and fi-
nancial data—which if successful should sim-
plify health care record keeping and enhance 
the ability of private health insurance pro-
viders to process claims; and 

Whereas, While the health and insurance 
industries may be aware of and executing the 
requirements of HIPAA, the recipients of 
health care, and individuals concerned of 
their condition, are confused and having dif-
ficulty comprehending the restrictions of the 
new procedures; and 

Whereas, While patients have a right to 
their own health information, and while in-
formation regarding patients may be ob-
tained by personal representatives or estab-
lishment of ‘‘significant other’’ relation-
ships, it is urged information regarding 
whether a person is a patient at a facility, 
without disclosure of reason or condition, 
should be available to interesed parties: now, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the State of Kansas: That we urge 
the Congress of the United States and imple-
menting federal agencies to consider the pro-
vision of the information which does not dis-
close medially sensitive information to be 
available to inquiring persons; and 

Be it further resolved: That the Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives be directed 
to send an enrolled copy of this resolution to 
the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representative and to each member of the 
Kansas legislative delegation. 

POM–164. A joint resolution adopted by the 
House of the Legislature of the Common-
wealth of Virginia relative to the Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology 
Act of 2003; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 752
Whereas, funding for career and technical 

education, which was formerly known as vo-
cational/technical education, was initiated 
in 1917 by Congress with the passage of the 
Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act and 
an appropriation of $1.7 million in support of 
state programs across the country; and 

Whereas, Congressional funding for career 
and technical education has been continuous 
since 1917 and was extended by the Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology 
Act of 1984; and 

Whereas, total federal funding for career 
and technical education in the 2003 fiscal 
year was $1.3 billion, of which Virginia is re-
ceiving nearly $25 million in basic grant 
funds and another $2.5 million in tech prep 
grant funds; and 

Whereas, 85 percent of Virginia’s state 
grant or nearly $18 million is being distrib-
uted to local school divisions, while more 
than $3.1 million is being distributed to the 
Virginia Community College System and the 
remaining $3.7 million is allocated to the De-
partment of Education for state administra-
tion of career and technical education pro-
grams, including assessment, training, pro-
fessional development, and improvement of 
academic skills; and 

Whereas, local school divisions depend on 
the federal funding of career and technical 
education to accomplish many goals, includ-
ing, but not limited to, strengthening stu-
dents’ academic, vocational, and technical 

skills, implementing industry certification 
programs, expanding the use of technology, 
providing professional development to career 
and technical teachers, involving parents, 
local businesses, and labor and industry lead-
ers in the design, implementation, and eval-
uation of career and technical programs in 
order to meet the needs of the local economy 
and to comply with nationally adopted 
standards; and 

Whereas, career and technical education 
programs benefit Virginia’s economy by pro-
viding crucial training to students of various 
ability levels and economic backgrounds, in-
cluding gifted and talented students, tradi-
tional high school students, students with 
disabilities, and students who are bound for 
college and those who are bound for the 
world of work; and 

Whereas, the Virginia Standards of Quality 
require career and technical education pro-
grams in the public schools that are ‘‘infused 
into the K though 12 curricula that promote 
knowledge of careers and all types of em-
ployment opportunities,’’ and ‘‘competency-
based career and technical education pro-
grams, which integrate academic outcomes, 
career guidance and job-seeking skills for all 
secondary students’’; and 

Whereas, Congress will take up reauthor-
ization of this important law in the coming 
year and several proposals have been put 
forth that are troubling to local school divi-
sions and suggest that consideration may be 
given to diverting the federal dollars to 
other priorities; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the 
Senate concurring, That the Congress of the 
United States be urged to continue the fund-
ing for career and technical education in 
public secondary and postsecondary schools 
when reauthorizing the Carl D. Perkins Vo-
cational and Applied Technology Act of 2003. 
The Congress also shall be urged, in order to 
maintain the vitality and success of Vir-
ginia’s career and technical education pro-
grams in the Commonwealth’s public sec-
ondary and postsecondary schools, to con-
tinue the funding of public career and tech-
nical education in an amount that will con-
tinue Virginia’s $27 million in funding or will 
increase this amount; and, be it 

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the 
House of Delegates transmit copies of this 
resolution to the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent of the United States Senate, and the 
members of the Virginia Congressional Dele-
gation so that they may be apprised of the 
sense of the General Assembly of Virginia in 
this matter.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HOLLINGS (for himself and Mr. 
STEVENS): 

S. 1218. A bill to provide for Presidential 
support and coordination of interagency 
ocean science programs and development and 
coordination of a comprehensive and inte-
grated United States research and moni-
toring program; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. EDWARDS (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH, and Mrs. CLINTON): 

S. 1219. A bill to amend the national and 
Community Service Act of 1990 to establish a 
Community Corps, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. ALLARD (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SMITH, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. 
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